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toife. The chief of each family bears its name;
and in all public deeds he 1s known by no gther.

e fame thing happens with regard to the ¢hict of
a natign, as well as of every village : byt belides
this name, which is only a fort of regrefent wivc
appellatioh, they have another, whicl/diftinguifhes
them more particularly, and whijch is properly a
mark of dignity\y  thus, one i3 called the moft
noble, another the\umoft ancient, and Jo f{orth.
Laftly, they have a third which is perfonal 5 but
I fhould be apt to belieyé, that this cuftom pre-

vails only amengft thof¢’nations where the office of
chief is hereditary.

Thefe titles are/always impofed with great cere-
mony ; the new/chief, or, in cafc he is oo young,
he who reprefents him; is to make a fea bcf’cow
prefents, prgnounce the elogium of their predecef-
for, and Aing his fong. There are, however,
fome pex onal names in fo much veneration, that no
one dafes to appropriate them to himfelf ; or whith
are /at leaft a long time before they are renewed 3

when this is done, it is called raifing the perfon to
ife who formerly bore it.

In the northern parts, and wherever the Algon-
quin tongue prevails, the dignity of chief is elec-
tive; and the whole ceremony of eleZiion and in-
ftallation confifts in fome feafts, accompanied with
~dances and fongs: the chief ele& likewife never
fails to make the panegyrick of his predeceffor, and
to invoke his genius.  Amongft the Hurons,
where this dignity is hereditary, “the fucceflion is
continued through the women, fo that at the death-
of a chief, -t is not his own, but his fifter’s fon who
fucceeds him; or, in default of which, his near-
eft relation in the female line. When the whole
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branch happens to be extin&, the nobleft matron
of the tribe or in the nation chufes the perfon the
approves of moft, and declares him chicf. The
perfon who is to govern muft be come to" years
of maturity ; and when the hereditary chief is not
as yet arrived at this period, they appoint a re-
gent, who has all the authority, but which he holds
in name of the minor. Thefe chiefs generally have
no great marks of outward refpe¢t paid them, and
if they are never difobeyed, it is becaufe they
know how to fet bounds to their authority, Itis

true that they requeft or propofe, rather than com-=

mand ;  and never exceed the boundaries of that

fmall fhare of ~authority with which they are - ‘

vefted. Thus it is properly reafon which governs,
and the government has fo much the more influ-
ence, as obedience is founded in liberty ; ‘and that
they are free from any apprehenfion of its degene- -

‘rating into tyranhy.

o . ,

Nay more, each family has.a\}ight to chufe a
counfellor of its own, and an affiflant to the chief,
who is to watch for their intereft; and without
whofe confent the-chief can undertake nothing.
Thefe.counfellors are, above all things, to have an

- eye to the public treafury ; and it is properly they

who determine the ufes it is to be put to. They are
invefted with this character in a general council,
but'they do not acquaint their allies with it, as the

do at the elections and inftallations of their chief.

~ Amongft the Huron nations, the women name the

counfellors, and often chufe perfons of their own fex.

This body of “counfellors or affiftants- is the.
higheft of all ; the next is that of the elders, con-

fiting of all thofe who have come to the years. -

of maturity. I have not been able ¢o find exactly
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what this age is. The laft of all is that of the war-
riors; this comprehends all who are able to bear-
arms. This body has often at its head, the chief of
the nation or town; but he muft firft have dif~
tinguithed himfelf by forne fignal aQion of brave- -
ry; if not, he is obliged to f"rVL as a fubaltern,
that is, asa fingle centinel 7 there being no dc;arccs
in the militia of the Indxans

In fact, a large body may have feveral chiefs,
this title being given to all who ever commanded 5
but they are not therefore the lefs fubjett to
him who leads the party ; a kind of gencral, with-
out charatter or real authority, who has power
neither to reward nor punith, whom his foldiers
are at liberty to abandon at pleafure and with im-
punity, and whofe orders notwithftanding are fcarce
ever difputed :_ fo trueit is, that amono{’c a people
who, are guided by reafon, and mfpu’cd with fenti-
ments of honour and love for their country, in-

dependance is not deftructive of fubordination;

and, that a free and voluntary obedience is that on
which we can always rely with the greateft cer-
tainty. Moreovér, the qualities requifite are, that
he. be fortunate, of undoubted courage, and per-
fectly difinterefted. It is no m‘rade, that -a per-
fon poflefied of fuch eminent qualmcs fhould be

obeyed

The women have 'the chief authonty amongﬁ: .
all the nations of the Huron. language ; if we ex-
cept the Iroquois canton of Onneyouth, in which
it is in both fexes alternately. But if this be -

~ their lawful conftitution, their practice is feldom

agreeable to-it. In fa&, the men never tell the
women any thing they would have to be kept
fccret and rarely any aﬂ"a r of confequence is com-

municated
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* municated to them, though all is done in thei®

‘licutenants. What I have told your grace of the

carried on 1n thefe affemblies with a wifdom and
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name, and the chiefs are no more than their

grandmother of the heceditary chicf of the Hurons

of the Narrows, who could never obtain a miffi-
‘onary for her own town, is a convincing proof

that the real authority of the women is very
fmall = I have been however affured, that they
always deliberate firft on whatever is propofed
in council; and that they afterwards give the re-
fult of their delibération to the chiefs, who make
the report of it to the general councx} compofed

of .the elders; but in all- probability this is done -

only for: form’s fake, and with the reftrictions I
have already mentioned. The warriors likewife
confult togefbcr, on’ what relates to their par-
ticular province, but can conclude nothing of im-
portance ‘which concerns the nation or town ; all
being fubjet to. the examination and controul of

the couricil of elders, who judge in the laft re-
fource.

It moft be acknowledged, that proceedings are

a coolnefs, and a knowledge of affuirs, and 1
mray add generally with a probity, which would
have done honour to the arcopagus of Atrens, or
to the fenate of Rome, in the moft glorious days of
thofe republics:  the reafon of this is, that nothing
is refolved upon with precipitation ; and that thofe
violent paffiors, which have fo much difgraced
the pohtxés even of Chriftians, have never prevax!ed
amongft ‘the Indians over the public good. In-
tereﬁcd perfons fail not, however, to fet many
fprings in .motion, and apply an addrefs in the
execution of their defigns, we could hardiy believe
barbarians capable of 5 they alfo all of them pof-

fefs,
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fefs, in the moft fovereign degrce, the. art of con-
cealxna their real intentions :  but gcncrally fpcak- |
ing, the glory of the nation and motive of ho-
- nour, are the chief movers in ail enterprizes.
What can never be excufed in them is, that they
often make honour confift in fatiating a revenge
which knows no bounds; a fault which Chrifti-
anity alone is able to corre&, and in which all our
politenefs and religion are often unfuccefsful.

Each tribe has an orator in every town, which
orators are the only perfons wio have a liberty
to fpeak in the public councils and general affem-
blies: they always fpeak well and to the purpofe.
* Befides this natural eloquence, and which none
who are acquainted with them will difpute, they
have a perfet knowledge of tic interefts of their
employers, and an addrefs in placing the beft fide
of their own caufe in the moft advantageous light,
which nothing can exceed. On fome occaﬁons, the
women have an orator, who fpeaks in their name,
or rather ats as their interpreter.

- Nations who may be faid to poffefs rnothing,
neither public nor ‘private, and who have no am-
bition to extend their territory, fhould, in appear-
ance, have few affairs to fertle with one another.
But the mind of man, naturally reitlefs, is inca-
pable of remaining inative, and is very {agacious
in’ cutting out bufinefs for itfelt. 'What is certain,
is, that our Indians are eternally negociating, and
have always fome affairs or other c¢n the tapis:
fuch as the concluding or renewing of treaties, offers
of fervice, murual civilities, makmO' lliances, in-
vitations' to bccome parties in a war, and laftiy,
compliments of  condolance on the death of fome
chief or confiderable peron.  Alf this is perferm-
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ed with a dignity, an attention, and, I may add,
with a capacity equal to the moft important affairs;
and theirs are fometimes of greater confequence
than they feem to be: for thofe, who are depu-
ted for this purpofe, have commonly fecret inftruc-
tions ; 5 fo that the outward motive of their deputa-

tion is no more than a veil which covers their
real defigns.

The nation, which has made the firft figure in
Canada, for two centuries paft, is that of the Iro-
quois : their fuccels in war has given them a fu-
periority over moft of the others, which none of
them are, any longer, in a condition to difpute with
them ; and from being pacifick, which they for-
merly were, they have become very troublefome
and pragmatical. But nothing has contributed
more to render them formidable, than the advan-
tage of their fituation, which they prefently difco-
vered; and whereof they have made all poffible
advantagc As they were fituated between us and
the Englifb, they foon found that both would be
under the neceflity of keeping well with them ;and,
indeed, it has been the chief care of both colonics,
fince their eftablifhment, to gain them over to
their own party, or, at leaft, to perfuade them to
ftand neuter : and as they were perfuaded that if ei-
ther of thefe nations thould entirely get theafcendant
over the other, they muft foon be fubyec”tcd them-
felves ; they have found the fecret of ballancing
their fuccefs; and if we reflect that their whole
force united has never exceeded five or fix thou-
fand combatants, and that it is a great while fince
they have diminilhed more than one haif, we
muft needs allow, they muft have ufed infinize
abilities and addrets.

With
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With refpect to particulars and the interior g'q-
vernment or police of towns, affairs are reduced
to few articles, and arc foon concluded. The au-
thority of the chief feldom or never extends to
thefe ; and, generally fpeaking, perfons in any de-
gree of credit, are entircly taken up about the pu-
blic bufinefs. A fingle affair of however little im-
portance, is long under deliberation ; every thing
being conducted with much coolnefs and . phlegm,
and nothing being decided till all who are defirous
have been acquamnted with it. 1f a prefent has
been given underhand to any of the elders, to
make fure of bis fuffrage, you are fure to ob-
tain it, if the prefcnt has been accepted of. It has
fcarce ever been known, that an Indian has failed
in an engagement of this fort 5 but it is no eafy
matter to bring them to accept of it, nor does he
ever receive with both hands. Young perfons enter
early into the knowledge of affairs, which natu-
rally renders them grave and ripe, at an age in
v hich we are ftill children ; this interefts them,
from their tendereft infancy, in the public weal, .
and infpires them with an emulation which is fo-
mented with great care, and from which there is
nothing that might not be hoped for. '

The greateft defet in this government is, that
they have f{carce the fhadow of criminal juftice
among them ; though, to fuy truth, it is far from
being attended with the fame bad effeéts it would
certainly be amongft us: the great {pring of
our paflions, and the chief fource of thofe difor-
ders which are the moft pernicious to civil foci-
ety, to wit, private intereft, having fcarce any
powcr over men who never think of  hoarding, -
and give themfelves very little concern about to-

| We
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We may alfo juftly reproach them with the way
in which they bring up their children: they do
not fo much as know what it is to corre&t them. §
Whillt they are little, they fay they have no reafon; g
and it never enters into the head of an Indian, to
think that the judgment is improved by punifh-
ment; when they are come to years of di{cretion,
they pretend to be mafters of their own ;a&ions-,
and therefore accountable to none. They carry 3
thefe maxims to fuch a heighr, as to fuffer them- -4
felves to be maltreated by intoxicated perfons, with-
out fo much as defending themfclves for fear of #&
hurting them. Why fhould we do them any evil,
fiy they, when you talk to them of the iridicu-

loufnefs of this behaviour ; they know nat what
they do?

b

: - |

In a word, thefe Indians are perfectly convinced,

- that man is born free, and that no power on earth

‘ has a right to. infringe his liberty, and that npthing

can compenfate the lofs of it: and it has been

found a very difficult matter to undeceive even the

Chriftians among them, and to make them uynder-

{tand how, by a natural confequence of the corrup-

" tion of our nature, which is the effect of fin, an un-

bridled hberty of doing mifchief differs very, little

from obliging them to commit it, becaufe of the

ftrength of the byafs which draws us to ity and

that the law which reftrains us, caufes us to ap-

proach nearer to our eriginal ftate of liberty, whiiil

it appears to take it from us. Happy for them,

experignce has not made them feel in many things

all the power of thi. tendercy which produces fo

many crimes elfewhere.  Their underftandings| be-

ing narrower than ours, their defires are {till more

fo: reduced to defire what is neceffary only,

@ for which providence has fufficiently provided, they
-

3 have.
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LETTER XXIIL

Sequel of the Charaiter of the Indians and of their
Manrer of living. - |

River St. Fofeph, Auguft 8, 17271;
Madam, - |
Refume the fequel of my memoirs where I left

off., You may perhaps find faule with me for

my want of order, but one may at leaft pardon

in a relation what is admired in an—o@e; that -

‘which in a lyric poet is the effect of art, jis the ef-
fe& of neceffity in a traveller, who can only re-
late things in proportion as he is informed of them,
and who is obliged to write what is then pafling
. before his eyes for fear of forgetting it. The
children of the Indians after leaving off the ufe of
the cradle, are under no fort of confinement, and
as foon as they are able to crawl about on hands
and feet, are fuffered to go ftark naked where-
ever they have a mind, through woods, water,
mire and fnow ; which gives them ftrength and
agility, and fortifies them againft the injuries of
the air and weather ; but this condu®&, as I have al-
ready remarked, occafions weakneffes in the ftomach
and breaft, which deftroy their conftitution very
early. In the fummer time they run the moment

Vou, II. I 1 they
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they get up to the next river or lake, where they re.
main a great part of the day playing, in the fame
manner we fee fithes do in good weather, near the
furface of the water. Nothing is more proper

than this exercife to render the body active.

They take care likewifc to put the bow and arrow-

Ainto their hands betimes; and in order to excite in
them that emulation which is the beft miftrefs of
the arts, there is no neceffity of placing their break-
fatt on the top of a tree, as was formerly done ta
the Lacedémonian youth; they are all born with
fo ftrong a paffion for glory, as to have no need of
afpur; thus they fhoot their arrows with wonder-
ful exadtnefs, and it fcarce cofts them any trouble
o arrive at a like dexterity in the ufe of our fire-
arms. They alfo caufe them wreftle together, and
fo keen are they in this exercife, that they would
often kill one another, were they not feparated in
time; thofe who come off with the worft, are fo
mortified at it that they can never be at reft till
they have had their revenge. '. '

We may in general fay, that fathers and mothers
neglect nothing, in order to infpire their children
with certain principles of honour which they pre-
~ferve their whole Jives, but which are often ill
enough -applied; and in this confifts all the edu-
cation that js given them. They take care always
to communicate their infiruttions on this head,
in an indirect manner. The moft common way is
by rehearfing to them the famous exploits of their
anceftors or cguntrymen: the youth take fire at
thefe recitals, #nd figh for an opportunity of imi-
tating what they have thus been made to admire.

times in order to corre their faults they em-
Ploy tears and catreaties, but never threats ; thefe

would
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would make no manner of impreflion on minds
which have imbibed this prejudice, that no one

whatever has a right to force them to -any
thing.

A mother on feeing her daughter behave ill
burfts into tears; and upon ithe other’s afking
her the caufe of it, all the anfwer fhe makes is,
Thou difhonouret me. It feldom happens that
" this fort of reproof fails of being efficacious. Not- -

withftanding, fince they have had a more frequent
commerce with the French, fome of them begin to
chaftife their children, but this happens only among
thofe that are Chriftians, or fuch as are fettled in
the colony. Generally the greateft punithment
which the Indians make ufe of in chaftifing their
children, is by throwing a little water in their face ;
the children are very fenfible of this, and in gene-
ral of every thing that looks like reproof, which

is owing to this, that pride is the ftrongeft paffion
at this age.

Young girls have been known to ftrangle them-
felves for a flight reprimand from their mothers, or
for having a tew drops of * water thrown in their
face, warning them of what was going to happen
in fuch words as thefe, You fball not bave a daugh-
ter long to ufe fo. The greateft evil in this fort of
education, is that what they exhort young people
to is not alway virtue, or that what comes nearly
to the fame thing, that the ideas they give them
of it are not juft. In fa&, nothing is fo much in-
ftilled into them, whether by precept or example,
as an implacable defire of revenge.

It would feem, Madam, that a childhood fo ill
intructed, fhould be followed by a very diffolute

I2 and
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and turbulent ftate of youth; but on one hand
~ the Indians are naturally quiet and betimes mafters
of themfelves, and are likewife more under the
guidance of reafon than other men; and on the
“other hand, their natural difpofition, efpecially in
the northern nations, daes not incline them to de-
bauchcry. They however have fome ufages in
which no fort of regard is paid to modefty ; but
it appears that in this, fuperflition has a much
greater fhare than a depravation of heart.

|

The Hurons when we firft began to frequent
them were more lafcivious as well as more brutal

in their pleafures.  For young people of both fexes

abandoned themfelves, without either thame or re-
morfe, to all kinds of diffolutenefs, and it was
chiefly amongft thefe thar it was thought no
crime in a girl to proftitute herfelf: their parents
were the firft to engage them in this vice, and
hufbands were feen to proftitute their wives for
vile intereft.  Several of them never married, but
took women to ferve them to ufe 'their own ex-
preflion as companions, and the only difference
they reckoned between thefe concubines and their
lawful fpoufes, was in their being free from any
engagement with the former ; befides, their chil-
dren were on the fame footing” with the others,
which occafioned no fort of inconvenience in a
country where there was nothing to inherit,

Lhe nations in thefe parts are not

eir habit: the men in—
Jarment, ‘exeept a fhirt: In win-
ter they wear mo ewer cloaths, in propor-
tion to ¢t imate. They on their feet a
| focks, made of deer-fkin “dried in the

inguith-
ot weather

P e NI O A D

I g


JLP
Pencil


	Charlevoix excerpts chosen by Axtell.pdf
	0005.pdf
	0033.pdf
	0034.pdf
	0035.pdf
	0036.pdf
	0037.pdf
	0123.pdf
	0124.pdf
	0125.pdf
	0126.pdf

	0038.pdf
	0039.pdf
	0040.pdf

