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Patriarchs in the wilderness:
The 17th-Century Origins of the North (New England and Canada)
I. 30 minutes on the French

· France in North America: an overview 

· Another latecomer like English, but French never transferred much population & got worst, coldest lands. 

· Intended only as a commercial/imperial enterprise –  attempts failed in 1500s. 

· French colonies only viable after fur trade became profitable when beaver hats came into fashion, late 16th-c.

· 1st permanent colony at Quebec founded by geographer Samuel de Champlain, ca. 1606-08

· Told Pope that they intended to convert Indians; Jesuits began campaign to do so in 1625.

· The French and the Indians

· French alliances with the Indians allowed them to claim more territory in North America than any other power.

· Started off badly when explorer Jacques Cartier kidnapped a chief’s sons, & later the chief, made enemies of  the Iroquois

· In 1609 battle, Champlain formally allied the French with their Algonquin & Huron trading partners against the Iroquois. “Beaver Wars” would continue for century.

· Cultural sensitivity as key to French success:

· Learned Indian languages

· Lower levels of racism, higher levels of intermarriage

· Adoption of Indian political and economic customs & language – did not assert patriarchal authority over them

· Claimed land through alliances & friendly relations rather than conquest or purchase; 

· In contrast to Spanish, French ceremonies expressed often genuine Indian “affection” & love for the French (“Onontio”).

· French rarely displaced Indians, who often moved closer and mingled with habitants and voyageurs. No “frontier” line.

· Downsides: unfriendly Indians dealt with harshly (Mesquakie [Fox], Natchez); impact of fur trade

II. New England and the Indians

· A. “Settling” the New England “waste land.”

· 1. Pre-colonization epidemics and New England's "errand into the wilderness" (mission from God).

· 2. Tisquantum (Squanto), Massassoit, & the long Plymouth alliance with the Wampanoags. 

· 3. Basic incompatibility of Pilgrim/Puritan settlement patterns: density, towns, family farms, fences, livestock, private property.

· B.  The Indians under New England rule

· 1. Mission to Indians as an unfulfilled goal of Mass. Bay colony: colonial/state seal.

· 2. John Eliot and the "praying towns."

· 3.  What happened to Indians who got in the way: The Pequot War, 1634. (web)
· C. The End of the Wampanoag Alliance: King Philip's War, 1675-78

· King Philip’s War & American popular culture

· Indian captivity narratives and the origins of the western and the action thriller

· Metamora and the myth of the noble savage
· A little cultural cannibalism, anyone?

· Comparison with the Pocahontas myth.
Iii. The Protestant Reformation and the Puritan Migration

· A. “Protestants” attacked the worldliness & human-centeredness of the Catholic Church. Began w/ Martin Luther, 1517.

· 1. Catholic doctrines attacked: sacramental powers, indulgences.

· 2. Basic Protestant doctrines: 

· Free grace – basis of Calvinism

· Sola scriptura – emphasis on text of Bible

· Opposition to most Catholic rituals & holidays, including Xmas & Easter.

· Attack on Catholic institutions

· Church hierarchy (Pope & bishops)

· Convents & monasteries

· “Priesthood of all believers”

· Strict personal morality

· More education for clergy & ordinary Christians - movement for mass literacy

· Spiritual equality & political democracy?

· 3. There were many different varieties of Protestants, differing on basic questions.

· New England settlers were strict Calvinists.
· B. The Calvinists Who Came to New England

· 1. Church of England was nominally Protestant, but still too Catholic for many people. 

· 2. Two types of religious colonists: Pilgrims (Separatists) and Puritans (Non-separating Congregationalists).

· 3. The rise of Puritan political power in Parliament, the 11 Years' Tyranny, and the origins of the English Civil War, beginning 1642.

·  4. Summary: Separatists wanted to live & worship according to God's word themselves; Puritans wanted to make everyone do so.

· C. The "Great Migration" to New England, 1630-1643

· 1. John Winthrop and the Massachusetts Bay Company.

· 2. The communal, family-oriented structure of the Puritan migration.

· 3. Sudden end of the migration because of English Revolution and resulting lack of diversity in New England society.
IV. Life and “Liberty” in the Massachusetts Bay Colony

· A. Social and economic contrasts with Virginia

· 1. Tight & very English settlement patterns. Contrast with Virginia.

· 2. Diversified economy.

· B. Sovereignty of the Saints: Governing Massachusetts Bay

· 1. Common misconception: That Puritans came for religious freedom.

· 2. Creating a new England as example for the old one to follow, a “city on a hill.”

· 3. Aspects of English Puritanism as practiced in Mass. Bay: Congregationalism, limited church membership (by examination only), and "visible saints."

· 4. Churches were “established” – supported by taxes even non-members paid, but only members could vote or hold office.

· 5. For white male church members, more political rights than in England: General Court, town meetings.

· 6. “The fathers of the towns” firmly in control

· 7. Influential role of ministers

· 8. Puritan "liberty" included belief in government regulation of personal behavior.

· 9. Persecution of religious dissent: Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson.

· 10. Harshness of Puritan penalties.

· C. Upsides of Puritan tradition: education, community, institution building and socially responsible, activist government.

