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LETTERS, &c

Boflon, 18tb June, 1768.

..'5 ] R,

S you allow me the honour of your corref-
pondence, I may not omit acquainting you
with fo remarkable an event as the with-
draw of the commiffioners of the cuftoms

and moft of the other officers under them from the

town on board the Romney, with an intent to remove
from thence to the caftle.

In theevening of the roth a floop belonging to Mr.
Hancock, a reprefentative for Bofton, and a wealthy
merchant, of great influence over the populace, was
feized by the coiletor and comptroller for a very no-
tortous breach of the ats of trade, and, after feizure,
taken into cuftody by the officer of the Romney man
of war, and remov’d under command of her guns.—
It is pretended that the removal and not the feizure
incenfed the people. It feems not very material which
it was—A mob was immediately rais’d, the officers
infulted, bruis’d and much hurt, and the windows of
fome of their houfes broke ; a boat belonging to the
colleGtor burnt in triumph, and many threats utter’d
againft the corymiffioners and their officers : no notice
being taken of their extravagance in the time of it,
nor any endeavours by any authority except.the go-
vernor, the next day to difcover and punifh the of-
fenders ;
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fenders ; and there being a rumour of a higher mob
intended monday (the 13th) in the evening the com-
miflioners, four of them, thought themfelves altogether
unfafe, being deftitute of proteftion, and remov’d
with their families to the Romney, and there remain
and hold their board, and next week intend to do the
fame, and alfo open the cuftom-houfe at the caftle.—
The governor prefs’d the council to affift him with
their advice, but they declin’d and evaded calling it a
bruth or fmall difturbance by boys and negroes, not
confidering bow much it muft be refented in Englend that
the officers of the crown fhould think themfelves
obliged to quit the place of their refidence and go on
board a King’s thip for fafety, and all the internal au-
thority of the province take no notice of it—7Thc town
of Bofton have had repeated meetings, and by their
votes declaied the commiflioners and their officers a
great grievance, and yeft-rday inftructed their repre-
{entatives to endeavor that enquiry fhould be made by
the affembly whether any perfon by writing or in any
other way had encouraged the fending troops here,
there being fome alarming reports that troops are ex-
pected, buc have not taken any meafures to difcounte-
nance the promoters of the late proceedings ; but on
the contrary appointed one or more of the ators or
abettors on a committee appointed to wait on the go-
vernor, and to defire him to order the man of war out
of the harbour,

Ignorant as they be, yet the heads of a Bofton
town-meeting influences all publick meafures,

It is not poflible this anarchy fhould laft always.—
Mr. Hallowell who will be the bearer of this tells me
he has the honour of being perfonally known to you.
] beg leave to refer you to him for a more full account,

I am with great efteem,

Sir, your moft humble and obedient fervant,
THO. HUTCHINSON.
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Bofion, Augult 1768,
SITR, |

T is very neceffary other information {hould be had
in England of the prefent {tate of the commiffion-
ers ot the cuftoms than what common fame will bring
to ycu or what you will receive from moft of the let-
ters which go from hence, people in general being
prejudiced by many falfe reports and mifreprefenta-
tions concerning them. Seven eighths of the people
of the country fuppofe the board itfcIf to be unconfli-
tutional and cannot be undeceived and brought to be-
lieve that a board has exifted in England all this cen-
tury, and thac the board eftablifhed here has no new
powers given toit. Our incendiaries know it but
they indultrioufly and very wickedly publith the con-
trary, As much pains has been taken to prejudice
the country againft the perfons of the commiffioners
and their charalters have been mifreprefented and
cruelly treated efpecially fince their confinement at the
caftle where they are not fo likely to hear what is faid

of them and are not fo able to confute it.

Itis now preterded they need not to have withdrawn,
that Mr. Williams bad ftood his ground without any
injury although the mob befet his houfe, &c. There
never wasthat {pirit raifed againft the under officers as
againft the commiflioners, I mean four of them.—
They had a public affront offered them by the
town of Bofton who refufed to give the ufe of their
hall for a public dinner unlefs it was ftipulated that
the commiffioners {hould not bzinvited. An affront
of the fame nature at the motion of Mr. Hancock
was offered by a company of cadets. Soon after a
veflel of Mr. Hancock’s being feized the officers were
mobb’d and the commifiioners were informed they
were threatened. I own I was in pain for them. |
do not believe if the mob had feized them, there was

anv
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any authority able and willing to have refcued them.
After they had withdrawn the town fignified to the
governor by a meflage that it was cxpe&ed or defired
they fhould not return. It was then the general voice
that it would not be fafe for them to return. After
all this the fons of liberty fay they deferted or abdicated.

The other officers of the cuftoms in- general either
did not leave the town or foon returred toit. Some
of them feem to be difcontented with the commiffion-
ers. Great pains have been taken to increafe the dif-
content. Their office by thefe means is rendered ex-
tremely burdenfome. Lvery thing they co is found
fault with, and yet no pamcular illegality or even iire-
gularity mentioned. There is too much haurgur fome
ot their officers fay in the treatment they receive.
They fay thev treat their officers as the commiffioners
treat their officers in Kngland and require no greater
difference. After all it is not the perfons but the
office of th> commiflioners which has raifed this fpirit,
and the diftin@ion made between the commiffioners
is becaufe it has been given out that four of them were
in favour of the new eftablithment aud the fifrh was
wot. If Mr. Hallowell arrived fafe he can inform you
many circumftances relative to this diftintion which
I very willingly excufe myfelf from mentioning.

I know ot no burden brought upon the fair trader
by the new eftablithment.  T'he illicit trader finds the
rifque greater than it ufed to be, efpecially in the port
where the board is conftantly held.  Another circum-
ftance which increafes the prejudice is this; the new
duties happened to take place juft about the time the
commiffioners arrived. People have abfurdly con-
neted the duties and board of commifTioners, and
fuppofc we fhould have had no additional duties if
there had been no bourd to have the charge of collect-
ing them.  With all the aid ycu can give to the offi-

cers
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cers of the crown they will have enough to do to main-
tain the authority of government and to carry the
laws into execution. [f they are difcountenanced,
negletted or fail of fupport from you, they muft fub-
mit to every thing the prefent cppofers of government
think fit to require of them. There is no office un-
der greater difcouragements than that of the commiffi-
oners. Some of my friends recommended me to the
miniftry. I think myfelf very happy that I am not
one. Indeed it would have been incompatible with,
my poft as chief juftice, and I mult have declin-d i,
and I fhould do it although no greater fa’ary had been
affixed to the chief juftices place than the fmall pittance.
allowed by the province.

From my acquaintance with the commiffioners I
haveZteived a perfonal efteem for them, but my chiet
inducement to make this reprefentation to you is a
regard to the public intereft which I am fure will fuf-
fer if the oppofition carry their point againt them.

I am with very great efteem,

Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant,
THO. HUTCHINSON.

Auguft 10. Yefterday ata meeting of the mer-
chants ic was agreed by all prefent to give no more
orders for goods from England, nor receive any on
commiffion untill the late alts are repealed. And ic
1s faid all except fixteen in the town have fubfcsibed
an engagement of that tenor. I hope the fubfeription
will be printed that I may tran{mit it to you.

aelihmmn.

Boficn, 4th Ofoker 1768.
Dear Sir,
I WAS abfent upon one of our circuits when M.
Byles arrived. Since my return I have received
from him your obliging letter of 31t July. I never
dared to think what the refentment of the nation
woald
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would be upon Hallowell’s arrival. It is not ftrange
that meafures fhould be immediately taken to reduce
the colonies to their former ftate of government and
aorder, but that the national funds thould be affected
by it isto mealittle myfterious and furprizing. Prin-
ciples of government abfurd enough fpread through
all the colonies ; but I cannot think that in any co-
lony, people of any conlidleration have ever been fo
mad as to think of a revolt,  Many of the common
people have been in a frenzy, and talk’d of dying in
defence of their liberties, and have fpoke and printed,
what is highly criminal, and too many of rank abdve
the vulgar, and fome in public gofis have countenanced
and encouraged them untill they increafed fo much in
their numbers and in their ominion of their importance
as to fubmit to government no further than they tho’t
proper. The legiflative powers have been influcnced
by them, and the executive powers intirely loft their
force. There has been continual danger of mobs and
wnfurretions, but they would have fpent all their force
within ourfelves, the officers ot the Crown and fome
of the few friends who dared to ftand by them pofTibly
might have been knock’d in the head, and fome fuch
tatal event would probably have brought the people to
their fenfes. Fortour or five weeks paft the diftemper
has been growing, and I confefs I have not been with-
out fome apprehenfions for myfelf, but my friends
have had more for me, and 1 have had repeated and
frequent notices from them from different quarters,
ome of the loft I will enclofe io you* In this ftate of
things there was no fecurity but quitting my pofts,
which nothing but the laft extremity would juftify.—
As chief juftice for two years after our firft diforders
1 kept the grand juries tollerably well to their duty.—
The laft fpring there had been feveral riots, and a moft:
infamous libel had been publifhed in one of the papers,

* See the following Letter, which
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which 1 enlarged upon, and the grand jury had deter-
mined to make prefentments, but the attorney- general
not attending them the firft day, C:is and his creatures
who were alarmed and frightned exerted themizives
the next day and prevailed upon fo many of the jury
to change their voices, that there was not a lufficient
number lett to find a bill.  They have been ever fince
more enraged againit me than ever. At the defire
of the governor I committed to writing the charge
while it lay in my memory, and 2s I have no fuither
ufe for it I will iaclofe it as it may give you fomeidea
of our judicatorics.

Whilit we were in this {tate news came of two re-
giments being ordered trom Halifax, and {oon after
two more from Ireland. The minds of people were
| more and more agitated, broad hints were given that
the troops fhould never land, a barrel of tar was placed
upon ghe bacon, in the night to be fired to bring in
the country when the troops appeared, and all the au-
thority of the government was not ftrong enough to
remove it. The town of Bofton met and paffcd a
number of weak but very criminal votes ; and as the,
governor declined calling an aflembly they fent circu.
lar letters to all the towns and diftricts to fend a per-
fon each that there might be a general confultation at
fo extraordinary a crifis. They met and fpent a week,
made themfelves ridiculous, and then diffolv’d them-
felves, after a meflage or two to the governor which
he refufed to receive ; a petition to the King which I
dare fay their agent will never be allow’d to prefent, and
a refule which they have publithed ill-natured and
impotent,

In this confufion the troops from Halifax arrived,
I never was much afraid of the people’s taking arms,
but I was apprehenfive of violence from the mob, it
being their laft chance before the troops could land.

B As
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As the profpett of revenge became more certain their
courage abated in proportion. ‘Two regiments are
landed,but a new grievance is now rais’d. The troops
are by act of parliament to be quartered no where elfe
but in the barracks until they are full. There are bar-
racks eno’ atthe caftletohold both regiments, Itis there-
fore againft the act to bring any of them into town.
This was ftarted by the council in their anfwer to the
governor, which to make themfelves popular, they in
an unprecedented way publifhed and have alarmed all
the province ; for although none but the moft con-
tracted minds could put fuch a conflruction upon the
a&, yet after this declaration of the council nine tenths
of the people fuppofe it jult. T wifh thea had been
better exprefs’d, but itis abfurd to fuppofe the parlia-
ment intended to take from the King the direction of
his forces by confining them to a place where any of
the colonies might think fit to build barracks.—
It is befides ungrateful, for it is known to many
that this provifion was brought into the bill after
it had been framed without it, from meer favor
tothecolonies. I hear the comander in chief has pro-
vided barracks or quarters, but a doubt ftill remains
with fome of the council, whether they are to furnith
the articles required, unlefs the men are in the province
barracks, and they are to determine upon it to day.
The government has been fo long in the hands of
the populace that it muft come out of them by degrees,
at leaft it will be a work of time to bring the peo-
ple back tojuft notions of the nature of government,
Mr. Pepperrell a young gentleman of good charaéter,
and grandfon and principal heir to the late Sir William
Pepperrell being bound to London, I fhall deliver
this letter to him, as it will be too bulky for poftage,
and defire him to wait upon you withit. -~ .~
Iam with very great efteem, K
Sir, your moft humble and moft obedient fervant,
THO. HUTCHINSON.
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SIR, .
HE great efteem I have for you in eyery point
of light, perhaps renders my fears and doubts
for the fafety ot your perfop greater than they ought
to be ; however if that is an error, it certainly refults
from true friendfhip, naturally jealous. Laft night I
was informed by a gentleman of my acquaintance,
who had his information from one intimate with and
knowing to the infernal purpofes of the Sons of liberty
as they falfely ftile themfelves, that he verily believ’d,
from the terrible threats and menaces by thofe cata-
lincs againft you, that your life is greatly in danger.
This informant I know is under obligations to you
and is a man of veracity. Heexprefs’d himfelf with
concern for you, and the gentleman acquainting me
with this horrid circumftance, affured me he was very
uneafy till you had notice. I fhould have done myfelf
the honor of waiting on you but am neceflarily pre-
vented. Theduty I owed to you as a friend and to
the public as a2 member of fociety, would not fuffer me
to reft till I had put your honor upon your guard ; for
tho’ this may be a falfe alarm, nothidg would have
given me greater pain, if any accident had happen’d,
and I had been filent.  If poflible I will fee you to mor-
row, and let you know further into this black affair.
And am with the fincereft friendthip and refpe&,
your honors moft obedient,

and moft humble fervant, -
RCB- AUCHMUTY.

To the hon’ble Thomas Hutchiafon, .

Scpt. 14: 1768.

]

Dear Sir, Bolton, 10tb Iiecember 1768.
AM juft now informed that a number of the coun-
cil, perhaps 8 or 10, who live in and near this

town, have met together and agreed upon a long ad-
~drefs



[ 12 ]

drefs or petition to parliament, and thatit will be fent
by this fhip to Mr. Bollan to be prefented. Mr.
Danroith who 1s prefidient of the council told the go-
vernor upon enquiry, that it was fent to him to fign,
and - fuppofed the reft of the council who had met
togcether would fign atter him in order, but he had
fince tound that they had wrote over his name &y order
of council, which makes it appear to be an a&t of coun-
cil. This may be alow piece of cunning in him, but
be it as it may, it’s proper it fhould be known that
the whole is no more than the doings of a part of the
council orly, although even that is not very material,
fince, if they had all been prefent without thegovernor’s
fummons the meeting would have been irregular and
unconftitutional, and ought to be dilcountenanced and
cenfured. I foppnie there is no inflance of the privy
council’s meeting and doing bufinefs without the king’s
prefence or fpecial direction, except in committees up-
on fuch bufinefs as by his majefty’s order has been re-
ferr’d to them by an a& ot council, and T have knowr.
no inftance here withcut the govaner until within
three or four manths patft.

I thouht it very neceflary the circumitances of this
proceeding fhould be knowa, tho’ it there be no ne-
ceflity for it, I think it would be beft it fhould not be
known that the intelligence comes from me.

I am with very great regard, Sir,
your moft humble and moft obedicnt fervant,
THO. HUTCI IL\SON

Bijlon, 2otb 7an.mry i ,69
Dear Sir,
OU have laid me under very great obligations by
the very clear and full account of proceedings in
parliament, which I received from you by Capt. Scott.

You have alfo done much fervice to tie people of the
province.
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province. For a day or two after the thip arrived,
the encmies of gnverament gave out that their friends
in parliament were increafing, and all things would
be foon on the old footing ; in other words that all
acs impofing durties would be repealed, the commiffi-
oners hoard diffolved, the cuftoms put on the old
footing, and i//icit trade be carried on with lictle or no
hazard. It was very fortunate that I had it in my
power to prevent fuch a falfe reprefentation from
fpreading through the province. 1 have been very
cautious of vfing your name, but I have been very
free in publifking abroad the fubftance of your letter,
and declaring that I had my intelligence from the beft
authority, and have in a great meafure defeated the
ill defign in raifing and attempting to fpread fo ground-
lefs a report. ' What marks of refentment the parlia-
ment will fhow, whether they will be upon the pro-
vince in gencral ob particular perfons, is extremely
uncertain, but that they will be placed fomewhere is
mott certain, and 1 add, becaufe 7think it ought to be fo,
that thofe who have been mott fteady in preferving the
confliution and oppofing the licentioufnefs ot fuch as
call themf Iv-s fons of liberty will certainly meet with
favor and encouragement.

This is moft certainly a crifis. 1 really with that
there may not have been the leaft degree of feverity
beyond what is abfolutely neceffary to maintain, I
think I may fay to you the dependance which a colony
ought to have upon the parent ftate ; but if no mea-
fures fhall have been taken to fecure this dependance,
or nothing more than fome declaratory aéts or refolves,
it is all over with us. The friends of government will
be utterly difheartned, and the friends of anarchy will
be afraid of nothing, be it ever fo extravagant.

The laft veffel from London had a quick paffage.
We expect to be in fufpenfe for the three or four neit

weeks
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weeks and then to hear our fate. I never think of
the meafures neceffary for the peace and good order
of the colonies without pain. There muft be an
abridgment of what are called Englith liberties. 1
relieve myfelf by confidering that in a remove from
the ftate of nature to the moft perfect ftate of govern.-
ment there muft be a great reftraint of natural liberty,
I doubt whether it is poflible to project a fyftem of
government in which a colony 3000 miles diftant from
the parent ftate thall enjoy all the liberty of the parent
ftate. 1 am certain [ have never yet feen the projeét-
ion, I wifh the good of the colony when I wifh to
fee fome further reftraint of liberty rather than the
connexion with the parent ftate fhould be broken ; for
I am fure fuch a breach muft prove the ruin of the
colony. Parcdon me this excurfion, it really proceeds
from the ftate of mind into which our perplexed af-
fairs often throws me.

I have the honor to be with very great efleem, Sir,

your moft humble and moft obedient fervant,
THO. HUTCHINSON.

Boflen, 20th O&eber, 1769.

Dear Sir,

THANK you for your laft favour of July 18th. Ifamcy
in my laft to you about two months ago 1 have anfwered
the greate® part of it.

y opinion upon the combination of the merchants, I
gave you very fully. How long they will be able to con-
tinue them if parliament fhould not interpofe is uncertain.,
In moft articles they may aaother year, and you run the
rifque of their fubfituting when they are put to their fhifts
fomething of their own in the place of what they ufed to
have from you, and which they will never return to you for,
But it is not poflible that provifion for diffolving thefe com-
binations and fubj-&ing all who do not renounce them to
penalties adequate to the offence fhould not be made the fir®

week the parliament meets.  Certainly all parties will unite
n
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in fo extraordinary cafe if they never do in any other. So
much has been faid upon the repeal of the duties laid by the
laft a&, that it will render it very difficult to keep people’s
minds quiet if that thould be refufed them. They deferve
punifhment you will fay, but laying or continuing taxes upon
all cannot be thought equal, feecing many will be punifhed
who are not offenders.  Penalties of another kind feem batter
adapted. ,

I have been tolerably treated fince the governos’s depar-
ture, no other charge being made againft me in our fcanda-
lous news-papers except my bad principles in matters of go-
vernment, and this charge has had littie «ffc&, and a great
maoy fiiends promife me fupport,

I muft beg the favor of ycu to keep fecret every thing I
write, untill we are in a more fettled ftate, for the party here
either by their agent, or by fome of their emiffaries in Lon-
don, have fent them every report or rumour of the contents
of letters wrote from hence, 1hope we fhall fee better times
both here and in England. I am with great efteem,

Sir, your moft obedient fervant,

THO. HUTCHINSON.

Boft:n, 7th Moy 1767,

SR, 7 y 1707

I AM indebted to you for the obliging manner in which
you receiv’d my recommendation of my good friend M.

Paxton, as well as for the acccunt you are pleafed to fend

me of the fignation of affairs in the mother country.

I am very forry that the colcnies give you fo much em-
ployment, and it is impoffible to fay how long it will be be-
fore things fettle into quiet among us. We have fome here
who have been fo bufy in fomenting the late difturbances,
that they may now think it needful for their own fecurity to
keep up the fpirit. They have plumed themfelves much
upon the viQary thev have gained, and the fupport they have
fince met with 3 nor could any thing better fhew what they
would &ill be at, than the manner in which by their own ac-
count publifhed in the news-papess laR Auguft they cele-
brated the 1 4¢h of that month,as the firft annivesfary comme-
moration of what they had done at the tree of liberty on that
day the year before. Here a number of refpeQable gentle-
men as they inform us now met, and among other toafts

drank
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drank general Paoli, and the fpark of liberty kindled in Spain.
I am now fpeaking of a few individuals only, the budy of the
people are well difpofed, yet when you come to fee the jour-
nal of the houfe of reprefentatives the laft {effion, I fear you
will think that the fame fpirit has feized our publie counfels.
I can however fairly fay thus much in behalf of the govern-
ment, that the lait houfe was packed by means of a public
profcription juft befure the eleétion, of the greateft part of
thefe who had appeared in the preceding feflivn in the fup-
port of government : their names were publithed in an in-
flammatory news-paper, and their conttituents wade to be-
lieve they were about to fcll them for flaves. Wiits are
now out for a new aflembly, but | ccnnot anfwer for the
choice : I hope however that the pecple in general are in a
better temper ; yet the moderate men have been fo brow-
beaten in ¢he houfe, and found themfelves fo infigaificant
there the laft year, that fome of them will voluntarily decline
coming again. I chink this locks too much like a defpair of
the common-wcalth, and cannot be jult.ficd on pauictic
principles.

The ele&ion of councellors was carried the laft vear as
might have been expe&ted from {uch an houfe. T'he « flicers
of the crown and the judges of the fuperior court were ex-
cluded. And I hear thatit is the defign of fome who ex-
pe& to be returned members of the houfe this year to make
fure work at the enfuing ele&ion of counfellore, by excluding,
if they can, the gentlemen of the council (who by charter
remain fuch "till others are chofen in their room) from any
fhare in the choice, tho’ they have always had their voice in
it hitherto from the fi:f arrival of the charter.  if the houfe
do this, they will have it in their power to model the council
as they pleafe, and throw all the powers of governament into
the hands of the people, unlefs the governor thould agaia
exert his negative as he did the laft year.

You bave doubtlefs feen fome of the curious meflages from
the late houfe to the governor, and can’t but have obferved
with how little decency they bhave attackcd both the gover-
nor snd the lieutenant governor. They bave alfo in effe@
forced the couancil to declare themfelves pasties in the quarrel
they had againft the latter in a matter of mere indifference.
In their meflage to the governor of the 31ft of January they
have explicitly charged the leutenant governor (a gentle-

man
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man to whom they are mcre incebted than to any one man
in the goverment) with *¢ ambition and lufl of puower,”
merely for paying a compliment to the governor agreezble to
ancient ufsge, by attending him to ccurt and being piefent
in the council.chamber whzn he made his ({peech at the
opening of the feffiun ? at which tume they go on to fay,
“ none but the general court and their fe:vants are in'ended
to be prefent”, ftill holding out to the peuple the fervants of
the crown as obje&s cf infiznificance, ranking the fecretary
with their door-keeper, as fervants of the aflimboly ; for the
fccretary with his clerks and the door-kecper are the only
perfons prefzot with the zflembly en thefe oceifions.

‘I'he officers of the crown being thus lefl uv’d in the eyes
of the people, takes ff their weight and i fluence, and the
balance will of courfe turn in favor of the people, and
what makes them ftill more infignificant is their dependance
on ‘the peonle fora necellary fupport : If fomething wete
icft to the goodwill of the people, yet nature fhould be fure
of a fupport. The governor’s falary has for abcut 35 years
paft been pretty well undetftood to be a thoufand pound a
ycar flerling.  When this fum was fuft agreed to, it was very
well ; Sut an increafe of wealth fince has brought aleng
with itan increafe of luxury,fo that what was fuficienttckeep
up a proper diftin@ion and (upport the dignity of a gover-
nor then, may well be fugpofed to be infufficicnt for the pur-
pofe now. The licutenant governor has no appsintments
as fuch : the captaincy of Caftle-Wiiliam which may be
worth [. 120 fletling a vear is locked upon indeed as an
appendage to his commuffiun, and the late lieutenant gover-
nor enjsyed no other appcintment . he lived a retired life
upon his own eftate in the country, ard was eafy. The
prefent licutenant governor indeed has cther appeintments,
but the people are quarrelling with him for it, and will not
fuffer him to be cafy unlefs he will retire alfo.

The fecretary may have fomething more than £. 200 a
year fterling, but has for the two laft years been sllowed £.60
lawful money a year lefs than had been ufual for divers years
preceding, tho’ he had convinced the houfe by their commit-
tee that wichout this dedu&ion he would have had no more
than £. 250 fterling per annum in fees, perquifites and falary
altogether, which is not the one half of his annual expence.

The crown did by charter referve to itfelf the appoint-

C ment
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ment of a governor, lieutenant-governor and fecretary : the
defign of this was without doubt to maintain fome kind of
balance between the powers of the crown and of the people ;
but if ~flicers are not in fome meafure independent of the
people (for it is difficult to ferve two mafters) they will fcme-
times have a hard flruggle between duty to the crown and a
regard to felf, which muft be a very difagreeable 4ituationto
them, as well as a weakening to the authority of government.
The officers of the crcwn are very few, and are therefore the
more eafily provided for without burdening the people : and
Such provifim I look upon as nuceffary to the refloration and [up-
port of the King's authoriry.

But it may be faid how can any new meafures be takea
without raifing new difturbances ! The manufaQurers in
England will rife again and defeat the meafures of govein-
ment. This game ’tis true has been played once and fuc-
ceeded, and it has been aflerted here, thatit is in the power
of the zolonies at any time to raile a rebellion in England by
refufing to fend for their manufaltures. For my own part
I do not believe this. The merchants in England, and I
don’t know but thofe in London and Briftol only, might al-
ways govern in this matter and quict the manufallurer,
The merchants view is always to his own intereft, As the
trade is now managed, thedealer here fends to the merchant
in England for his goods ; upon thefe goods the Englith
merchant puts a prcfit of 10 or more probably of 15 per cent
when he fends them to his employer in America. The
merchant is f. jealous of foregoing this prcfit that an Ame-
rican trader cannot well purchafe the poods he wants of the
manufa&urer ; for fhould the merchant kaow that the
manufaurer had fupplied an American, he would take off
no more of his wares, The merchants therefore having
this profit in view will by one means or other fecure it.—
They know the goods which the American market demand-,
and may therefore fafely take them off from the manufaé&-
urer, thao’ they fhould have no orders for fhipping them this
year or pethaps the next ; and I dare fay, it would not be
longer before the Americans would clamour for a fupply of
goods fiom England, for itis vain to think they can fupply
themfelves. The meichant might then put an advanced
price upon his goods, and poflibly be able to make his own
terms 5 or if it fhould be tho’c the goods would not bear an

advanced
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advanced price to indemnify him, it might be worth while
for the government to agree with the merchants before hand
(0 allow them a premium equivalent to the advance of their
flock, and then the game would be ever,

I have wrote with freedom in confidence of my name’s not
being ufed on the occafion. For though I have wrote no-
thing but what i~ my conicicnce [ think an American may
upon juft principles advance, and what a fervant of the crown
ought upon all proper occafions to fuggeft, yet the many
prejudicea I have to combat with may render it unfit it
fhould be made public.

I communicated to governor Bernard what you mentioned
concerning him, who defires me to prefent you bis compli-
ments, and let you know that he is obliged to you for the
expreflicns of your regard for his injured charalter,

I am with great 1efped,
Siry your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,
I afk your acceptance of a journal Audv Oliver,
of the laft fefion which is put
upin a box dire&ted to the fecre-
tary of the board of trade.

S 1R, Boften, 11 May, 1768.

AM this momenr favored with your very obliging letter
I by Capt. Jarvis of the 2d March, which I have but juft
time to acknowledge, as this is the day given out for the fhip
tofail. I wrote you the 23d of Feb. in reply to your letter
of the 28¢h December, that of the 12th February which you
refer to in this of the 2d of March is not yet come to hand.
You lay me, Sir, under the greateft obligations as well for
the interefting account of public affairs which you are fror:
time to time pleafed to tranfmit me, as for your fteady at-
tention to my private concerns. [ fhall always have the
moft grateful fenfe of Mr. Grenville’s intentions of favour
alfo, whether I ever reap any bencfit from them or not.—
Wi thout a proper fupport afforded to the king’s officers, the
refpet due to government will of courfe fail ; yet I cannot
fay whether under the prefent circumftances, and confider-
ing the teruper the people are now in, an additional provifion
for me would be of real benefit to me perfonally or not.—
It has been given out that no perfon who receives a Ripend
from the government at home, fhall live in the country.—
Government here wants fome ¢ffec7ual fupport : No fooner
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was it known that the lieut. gsvernor had a provifion of
£..200 a year made for him out of the revenue, than be was
advifed in the 3 fton G .zctte to refign all pretenfions to a
feat in council, either with or without a voice.  The temper
of the people may be fuiely l=arnt from thatinfamous paper ;
it iy the very thing that forms their temper ; for if they are
wot to the temper of the writer at the time of the publica-
tion, yet it is looked upon as the ORACLE, and they foon
bsing their temper to it.  Some of *he lateft of them are very
expreflive, [ will not trouble you with fending them, as |
imagine they fomehow or other find their way to you : But |
cannat but apprehend from thefe papers and from hints that
are thrown vut, that if the petirion of the Hrufe to his Ma-
jefty and their letters to divers noble Loids fhould fail of
fuccef(s, fome people will be mad enough to go to extremities.
The comm:fli iners of the cuftoms have already becn openly
aff. 2ated, the governor’s company of Cadets bave come to a
refHlution not to wait cn him (as ufual) on the day of Ge-
neral Ele@ion the 25'h inftant if thofe gentlemen are of
the company. Andthe Town of B :fton have pafled a Vote
that Fancuil Hall (in wnich the governor and his company
ufually dine on that day) fhall not be cpened to bim if the
commiflione:s are invited to dine with him. A lift of coun-
fellors has within a few days paft been printed ard difperfed
by wsy of fneer on Lord Shelburne’s letter, made up of
king’s cfficers ; which lift, the writer fays, if adopted at the
next general ele€lion may take away all grounds of com-
plaint, and may p-flidly prove a healing and very falutary
meafure. The licutenant-governor is at the head of this lift,
they have done me the honour to put me next, the crm-
miflioners of the cuftoms are all in the Uft,except Mr. Temple,
ond to compleat the lift they have added fume of the waiters,
I never thought *ull very lately that they a&ted upon any
Jetiled plan, nor do I new think they have ’till of late 5 a
few, a very few, aming us have plinned the prefent mea-
fures, and the government has been too weak to fubdue their
turbulent fpirits.  Our ficuaticn is not rightly kaown ; but
itis a matter waorthy of the moft ferious attention.
I am with the greateft refpedt,

Sir, your moft obedient and moft humble Servant,

I thi'l take proper care to forward Andv Oiiver,
your Letter to Mo, lngetfol.}
He bad received your laft.




[ 21 ]

Beflon, 13th February, 1769.

S I R,

HAVE your very abliging favor of the 4'h of O&ober.

I fiad myfelf conftrained as well by this letter 1s by my
fon a0d daughter’s Spoonec’s letters fince, to render you my
moft {incere thanks for the very polite notice you have taken
of them ; and I pray my moft reipe€ful compliments to the
good lady your mother, whofe fricadly reception of them
at Nonfuch hasy, I find engaged their warmeft eftcem and
refpe@&—He hath wiote us that he had a profpe@ of fucceed-
ing in the bufinefs he went upon ; but the laft letter we
had was from her of the 233 of November, acquainting us
that he had been very ill,but was getting becter. She writes
as a peifon overcome with a fenfe of the kindnefs they had
met with, in a place where they were ftrangers, on this try-
ing occafion.

You have beard of the arrival of the King’s troops, the
quict reception they met with among us was not at all fur-
prizing to me.—I am forry these was any occafion for fend-
ing them. From the addrefs of the Gentlemen of the
Council to General Gage, it might be fuppofed there was
none. I have feen a letter from our friend Ingerfoll with
this paraphrafe upon it—‘¢ We hope that your Excellency
obferving with your own eyes now the troops are among us,
our peaceable and quiet behavior, will be convinced that
that wicked G r B d told a fib in faying, We
were not fo before thay came.”

I have given you the fenfe of a firanger or 2 fingle para-
graph of this addrefs, becaufe I fufpe@ed my own opinion
of it, "cill I found it thus confirm’d—If you have the news-
papers containing the addrels, your own good fenfe will lead
you to make fome other remarks upon it, as well as to trace
the influence under which it fcems to have been penned.
The difturbers of our peace take gieat advantage of fuch
aids from people in office and power—The lieutenant go-
vernor has communicated to me your letter containing an
account of the debates in parliament on the firft day of the
feflion : We fron expe& their decifion on American affairs,
fome [ doubt nat with tear and trembling—Yet I have very
lately had oecafion to know, that be the determination of
parliament what it will, it is the determination of fume to
agree to no terms that fhall remove us from our old foun-

dation.
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dation. ‘This confirms me in an opinion that I have taken
up a long time fince, that if there be no way to take cff the
original incendiaries, they will continue to infill their poi-
fon into the minds of the people through the vehicle of the
BOSTON GAZETTE.

In your letter to the lieutenant governor you obferve upon
two defells in our confticution, the popular ele@ion of the
Council, and the return of Juries by the Towns. The firft
of thefe atiles from the Charter itfelf ; the latter from our
provincial Laws. The method of appointing our Grand
Juries lies cpen to management. W hoever pleafes, nomi-
nates them at our town-meetings ; by this means one who
was fuppos’d to be a principal in the Riots of the 10th of
June laft, was upnn that Jury whofe bufine(s it was to in-
quire into them : But the provincial legiflature hath made
fufficient provificn for the return of Petit Juries by their a&
of 23d Geo. 2d, which requires the feveral towns to t:ke
lifts of all peifons liable by law to ferve, and forming them
into two clafles, put their names written on feparate papers
into two different boxes, one for the fuperior court and the
other for the infesior : And when venirier age iffued, the
number therein required are to be drawn out in open town-
meeting,no perfon to ferve oftner than once in three years—
The method of appointing Grand Juries appears indeed de-
feQive; but if the other is not it may be imputed to the times
rather than to the defeél of the laws—that neither the Grand
Juries nor the Petit Juries have of late anfwered the expeQt-
ations of government.

As to the appointment of the council, I am of opinion
that neither the popular ele€tions in this province, nor their
appointment in what are called the royal governments by
the King’s mandimus, are free from exceptions, efpecially
if the council 2s a legiflative body is intended to anfwer the
idea of the boufe of lords in the Britith legiflature. There
they are fuppos’d to be a free and independent body, and on
their being fuch the firength and firmne(s of the conflitution
does very much depend : whereas the eleQion or appoint-
ment of the councils in the manner before mentioned ren-
ders them altogether dependent on their conftituents. The
King is the fountain of honour, and as fuch the peers of the
realm derive their honours from him ; but tben they hold
them by a furer tenour than the provincial counfellors who

are
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are appointed by mandamus. Oa the cther hand, our po-
pular ele&ions very often expofe them to contempt ; for
nothing is more common, than for the reprefentatives,when
they find the council a little untra&able at the clofe of the
year, to remind them that May is at hand.

It may be accounted by the colonies as dangerous to ad-
mit of any alterations in their charters, as it is by the go-
vernors in the church to make any in the eftablithment ;
yet to make the refemblance as near as may be to the Bri-
tith patliament, fome alteration is neceflary,

It is not requifite that I know of, that a counfellor hou’d
be a freecholde: ; bis refidence aécording to the charter is a
fufficient qualificaticn ; for that provides only, that he be
an inhabitant of or proprietor of lands within the diftri&t for
which he is chofen : whereas the peers of the realm fit in
the houfe of Insds, as ] take it, in virtue of their baronies.
If there thould be a reform of any of the colony charters
with a view to keep up the refemblance of the three eftates
in England, the legiflstive council fhou’d confift of men of
landed eftates ; but as our landed eftates here are fmall at
prefent, the yearly value of £.100 fRetling per annum might
in fome of them at lcaft be a fufficient qualification. As
our eftates are partable after the deceafe of the proprietor,
the honour could not be continued in families as in Eng-
Jland : It might however be continued in the appointee quam
diu bene fe geffirit, and proof be rcquired of fome mal-pra&tice
before a fufpenfion or removal. Bankruptey alfo might be
another ground for removal. A fmall legiflative council
might anfwer the purpofcs of government ; but it might
tend to weaken that levelling principle, which is cherifh’d
by the prefent popular conftitution, to have an honorary or-
der efabhifh’d, out of which the council thou’d be appointed,
There is no way now to buta man of fortune above the
common level, agd exempt him from being chofen by the
people into the lower offices, but his being appointed a juftice
of the peace ; this is frequently dene when there is no kind
of ~xpeftation of his undertaking the truft, and has its
inconveniences. For remedy hereof it might be expedient
to have an order of Patricians or Efquires infituted, to be
all men of fortune or good landed efates, and appointed ty
the gevernor with the advice of council, and enroll’d in the
fecretary’s office, who fhou’d be exempted from the lower

offices
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offices in government as the juftices now are ; and to have
the legiflative council (which in the firfl inflance might be
meminated by the Cresun) from time to time fill’d up, as va-
cancies happen out of this order of men, who, if the order
confifted only of men of landed eftates, might ele@, »s the
Scottifb peers do, only referving to the King’s governor a
negative on fuch choice. The King in this cafe wou’d be
ftill acknowledged as the fountain of honour, 3ashaving in
the firf inftance the appointment of the petfons enroll’d, out
of whom the council are to be chofen, and finally having a
negative on the choice. Or, the King might have the im-
mediate appointment by mandamus as at prefent in the royal
governments. As the gentlemen of the ccuncil would rank
above the body from which they are taken, they might bear
atitle one degree above that of efquire.  Befides this legifla-
tive council, a privy council might be effablifh’d, to confift
of fome or all of thofe petfons who conftitute the legiflative
council, and of other perfons members of the haufe of repre-
fentatives or otherwile of note or diftin&ion ; which wou’
extend the honours of government, and affsrd opportunity
of Ciftinguifhing men of chara@er and reputation, the
expetation of which wou’d make government mcre re-
fpectable.

I wou’d not trouble you with thefe reveries of mine, were
I not affured of your readinefs to forgive the communication,
although you could apply it to no good purpofe.

M . Spooner fent me a pamphlet under a black cover,
intituled, ¢ the Aate of the nation””. 1 run over it by myfelf
before I had heard any one mention it, and tho’c I cou’d
evidently mark the fentiments of fome of my friends. By
what [ have fince beard and feen, it locks as if I was not
miftaken. Your right honorable friend I truft will not be
offended if I call bhim mine—I am fure you will not when I
term you fuch—I have fettled it for 2 long time in my own
mind that without a reprefentation in the {upreme legiflaturé,
there cannot be that union between the head and the mem-
bers as to produce a healthful conftitution of the whole body.
I have doubted whether this union could be perfe&ed by the
firt experiment. The plan here exhibited feems to be form-
ed in generous and moderate principles, and bids the faireft
of any I have yet feen to be adopted. Such a great defign
may as in painting require frequent touching before it be-

comes
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comes a piece highly finith’d ; and after all may requirethe
miliorating hand of time to make it pleafe univerfally, ——
Thus the Britith conftitution confid=r’d as without the co-
lonies attain’d it’s glory. The book I had fent me isin {uch
requeft, that I have not been able to keep it long ennugh by
me, to confider it in all its parts. [ withto hear how it i3
receiv’d inthe boufe of commons. [ find by the publications
both of Governor Pownall and Mr. Bollan that they each
of them adopt the idea of an union and reprefentation, and
I think it muft more and more prevail. The argument
againft.it from local inconveniency, muit as it appears to me
be more than balanc’d by greater inconveniencies on the
other fide the queftion, the great difficulty will be in the terms
of union.—] add no more, as I fear I have already trefpafs’d
much on your time and patience, but that [ am,
Sir your obliged and moft
ubedient humble Seivant,
Andv . Oliver.

New-2York, 12th /Iz.tga_/l, 1769.

-y

S T R,
HAVE been in this city for fome time paft executing
I (twith others) bis Majesly’s commiffion for fettling the
boundary between tbis province and that of New-Yerfey.
I left Bofion the 11tb Fuly, fince which my advices frosm
London bave come to me very imperfes2 5 but as my friend
Mr. Thompfon writes me that he bad drawn up sy cafe
and with your approbation laid it before the D. of Grafion,
I think it needful once more to mention this bufinefs to you.
There was a time when I thougbt the autbority of go-
vernment might have been eafily refiored 3 bus while it's
Sriends and the officers of the crown are left to an abjesz
dependance on thefe very people who are undermining it’s
authority ;5 and while thefe are fuffercd mnot only to go
unpunifbed, but on the comtrary meet with all kind of fup-
port and emcouragement, it cannmot be expelled that you
will ever again recover that refpefl which the colonies bad
been womt to pay to the paremt flate. Government at
bome
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bome will deceive itfelf, if it imagines that the taking off the
duty on glafs, paper and painter’s colors will work a recon-
ciliation, and nothing more than this, as I canlearn, is
propofed in Ld. H’s late circular letter. It is the princi-
ple that 15 now difputed 5 the combination againft impor-
tation extends to tea, altbougb it comes cheaper than ever,
as well as 1o the other forementioned articles.  In Virginia
it is extended lately to wines 3 and 1 bave beard one of the
Jirft leaders in thefe meafures in Bofion fay, that we fhould
never be upon a proper footing ’till all the revenue afls
from the v 5th Charles ad were repealed.  Our affembly in
the Maflachufetts may bave been more illiberal than others
in their public meflages and refolves ; yet we bave fome
people among us fill who dare to fpeak in favour of govern-
ment : But bere I do not find fo much as one, unlefs
it be lome of the King’s [ervants ; and yet my bufinefs
bere leads me to affociate with the befi.  They uni-
verfally approve of the combination againft importing of
goods from Great-Brilain, unlefs ibe revenue alls are re-
pealed, which appears 1o me little lefs than affuming a ne-
gative on all afls of parliament which they do not like !
Tbey fay exprefly, we are bound by nome made fince our
emigration, but fuch as for our own convenience we choofe
to fubmit to ; fuch for inflance as that for efablifbing
a poft-office. 1be Bill of Rights and the Habeas Corpus
Alts,they [ay are only declaratory of the common law which
we brought with us.

Under fuch circumfiance as thefe, why would 1 wifb to
expofe myfelf to popular refentinent ¢ Were I to receive
any thing out of the revenue, I muft expell to be abufed
Jor it.  Nor do I find that our chief juflice bas received
the [.200 granted bim for that fervice ; and yet the
affesnbly bave this year withbeld bis ufual grant, molt pro-
bably becaufe be bas fuch a warrant from the crown.

With regard to mv negociations with My, Rogers, Idid

1!
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in conformity to your opinion wmake an apalegy to M.
Secretary Pownall for mentioning it, and there fubmitted
it. I bear it bas been fince talk’d of 5 but unlefs I could
be affured in one fhape or other of [.300 per annum, with
the other office, I would not chufe to quit what I bave.
I bave no ambition to be diftinguifbed, if 1 amonky to be
beld up as a markof popular envyor refentment. I was
in bopes before now through the intervention of your good
offices to bave received fome mark of favour from your
good friend 5 but the time is not yet come 10 expedd it thro’
that chamnel ! I will bowever rely onm your friendfbip,
whenever you can with propriety appear in forwarding my
intereft, or preventing any thing that may prove infurious
so1t.

If Mr. R. bas intere exough to chtain the [ecretary’s
place, I [hal! upon receiving proper fecurity think myfelf in
bonor bound to fecond bis views, though 1bave none at pre-
Jent fromn bim but a conditional note be formerly wrote me.
If be is not like to fucceed, and my fon Daniel could bave my
place, I would be comtent uniefs affairs take a different turn
10 refign in bis favor, whether adminiftration fbould think
proper to make any furtber provifion for me or not. And
yet I never thougbt of withdrawing myfelf from the fervice,
while there appeared to me any profpes? of my belng able
to promote it.

If 1bave wrote with freedom, I confider I am writing
to a friend, and that I am perfeilly [afe in opening myfelf to

you.
I am, with great refpet,

Sir, your moft obedient bumble fervant,
Andw Oliver.

DEAR
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DeArR SiIr,

HE commiffioners of the cuftoms bave met with every

infult fince their arrival at Boflon, and at laf} bave

been obliged to feek proteclion on board bis Majefly's fhip

Romney :~Mr Hallowell, the comptroller of the cuftoms

awbo will bave the bonor to deliver you this Letter, will in-

Jform you of many particulars ; be is fent by the Board with

their letters to Government. Unlels we bave immediately

two or three regiments, *tis the opinion of all the friends to
government, that Bofton will be in open rebellion.

I bave the bonor to be with the great¢ft refpef? and

warmef} regard,
Dear Sir,

Your mof? faithful and oblig’d fervant,
CHA. PAXTON.

On board bis Majefly’s Ship
Romney, Bofion Harbour, }
20th June, 1768. -

_—-——-*-——‘-_—no—-m——-..

Befion,



[ 29 ]
Bofton, Decesmber 12th, 1768,

My Drcar Sig, |

I 1¥rete you a fow days ago, and did met then think of troubling
you ypon any private offair of mine, at leafl nst fo fuddenly ;
but within this day er twe, I have had a comver/ation with Mr.
Oliver, fecretary of the province, the defign of which was my fu-
coeding 1o the pofl be balds from the crown, upen the idea, that
provifien would be made for grvernar Bernard, and the lisutenant
governor would fucceed 1o the chair, then the [scresary is defirous
of bsing licutenont geverner, and if in any way, three bundred
sunds o year could be annexed to the appeintmunt.  Yeu are fen-
Jible the appeintment is in ene department, and the grant of money
in another ; mew the profemt lisutenant-governor has an offign-
mint of £.200 a year upsm the cufloms bere 5 be has not received
any thing frem it as yet, ond is doubtful if be fhall 5 he bas no
doubt of its lapfe to the crown, if be has the chair ; if then by
eny interefl that fum could be offignedto Mr. Oliver as lieutenant
governory, and if be fbould be allswed (as bas been ufual for all
lisutenant governirs) to bold the command of the caflle, that would
be amother £.100. This would compleat the fecratary’s views ;
ond he thinks bis public fervices, the injuries be bas received in
that fervice, and the favourable fentiments entertained of bim by
government, maylead bim te tbefe views, and bhe hopes for the in-
trefl of bis friends. The place of fecretary is werth £.300 a
year, but is a previncial grant at prefent, fo that it will net allow
to bt quartered on : And as I had view upon the place when I
was in England, and went fo far a5 to conver f¢ with feveral men
of intereft upam it, the' I never had an epperiunity to mention it to
you after I recovered my ilinefs—1I bope you will allow me your
influence, and by extending it at the treafury to facilitate the offign-
ment of the [.200 a year, it will be ferving the fecr etary, and it
will very much oblige me.——Tbhe fecrasary is advanced in lifs,
the' much more [s in bealth, which bas been much impaired by the
sapuries be received, and be wifbes to quit t5e more aclive feenes ;
bs confiders this as a kind of otium cum dignitate, and from
muerits one may think be bas a claim to it. 1 will mention to you
the gentlernan, wbhe are acquainted with my views and whfe fa-
vourable apprebation I have had. Govermor Pownall, Mr.
Jebn Pownall, and Dr, Franklin.— My lird Hilifbsrough is not
unacquasinted with it==lbave fince I have bien here, wrote My,
Fack/on



[ 30 ]

Fackfon upem the [ubjecd, and bave by this veffel wrote Mr. Mau-
duit. 1 think my charafler Rands fair—1 bave not beem with-
out application te public affairs, and bave acquired fome know-
ledge of our previncial offairs, and metwithflanding eur many
fres converfations in England, I am confidered bere as on govern-
ment fide, for which 1 have beem often traduced both publickly and
privately, and very lately have bad twe or thres flaps. The go-
vernor and lieutenant governor are fully acquainted with the ne-
geciation, and I meet their apprebation ; all is upen the idea the
goversor is provided for, and thare fhall by any means be a vacancy
of the lieut. governor’s place.  1bave gone fo far, asto [ay to fome
of my friends, that rather than not ﬁm:d I would agree 10 pay
the fecretary [.100 a year out of the :ffice to make up [ . 300,
previded be could obtain enly the affignment of [ 200—but the
other propefal would 10 be fure be moft ehigible I fearce bnow
any apelegy te make for troubling yru upon the fubjef ; the frisnd-
Jhip you fhewed me in London, and the faveurabi: expreffrons you
made ufe of to the liewt. governor in my bebalf encourage me, be-
[ides a fort of egotifm, which inclines men to think what they wifh
2o bereal. I jubmit myfelf to the enquiries of any of my country-
men in England, but I (hsuld wifl the matter may be fecres *till it
is effelted. '

1 am with very great refpeft andregard, my desr fir,
Your mofd obedient, and mefl bumble fervant,
NATH. ROGERS.

ERRATA. P. 4,1 8 from bottom, f. influences, r. influence, P.7,1.16,
f. received, r. conceived,
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